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“I'tracked them down and
gotin touch with the
organiser and said: ‘Look,1
don’t want to play the tuba.
The tuba is the big bass thing
that puffs away at the back. I
want to play the euphonium,
he recalled.

“It’s been the best thing
that I've done for many years
in terms of me and my own
welIbemg Ilove music and to
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tuba, has four valves that you
press, three on top and one
sort of around 1 themmer.
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note was there instantly.
Muscle 1 memory from school
is rammed into you... It just
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shows what you do at that age

goes in and sticks,” he said.
Agnew suffers from
Dupuytren’s contracture, a
condition that causes one or
more fingers to bend in
towards the palm of the hand,
which means he cannot reac
an octave on a piano, but he
can play the euphonium.
He has had 13 operations
for the condition, which is

,.cemmon in Scandinavia -

| octave on a piano, you might

as well give up. Which I have

done ... Frustrating,” he said.
His two worlds will collide

at the Nevill Holt Festival near

Market Harborough. On June

| 13 he will be on stage with the

actors Imelda Staunton and
Jim Carter, who are married.
Carter starred in the 1996 film
Brassed Off, which Agnew
watched recently.

“I couldn’t believe Jim was
playing the euphonium in
Brassed Off. Except it was -
very clear immediately that
he actually wasn’t blowing a
note,” hejoked.

The festival appearance
will culminateina
performance. “I will pick up
my euphonium. Jim is going
to pick up his baton. And he’s
going to conduct Barnard
Castle, which we regularly
play,” Agnew said. The
Melton Band will also be
performing at various times
at the Nevill Holt estate from
May 29 to June 21.

Away from the bandstand,
Agnew is preparing for a new
arrival at home: Ralph, a
Romanian refugee dog, which
will join the couple’s spaniels,
Bumble and Woody.

The dogs are, however, not
.euphonium enthusiasts.
“They howl [when I’'m

practising],” Agnew said.
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